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M. Chatelanat also remarked that the chief oppo-
sition always came from the same cantons. This
conclusion, arrived at in 1879, has remained true
for subsequent votes. The states which exhibit the
most striking tendency to reject laws are: Appenzell
(Inner Ehodes), Uri, Valais, Fribourg, Unterwalden.
Then follow Vaud, Schwyz, Lucerne, and Zug. On
the other hand, Schaffhausen, Zurich, Basle, Thur-
gau, and Glarus are the most inclined to vote
"Yes."1

It is important that the reader should notice this,
in order that he may not attach an exaggerated im-
portance to the reasons which may seem to have con-
tributed to the rejection of any particular law. It is
clear that the leaders of 'the opposition will not invoke
the referendum against laws which are irreproachable
in tenor, because they themselves will lose in the
end both in reputation and prestige. It is, however,
none the less true that a law which is merely unob-
jectionable, or does not rise above the level of medio-
crity, will be judged more or less severely according
as it comes before electors who share or oppose
the political opinions of the parliamentary majority.
The majority of the Federal Assembly is composed
of Germans, Centralists, and Free-thinkers. It is not
astonishing that a prejudice against federal laws
should exist among those groups in the nation who
are opposed to one or other of the three character-
istics of the majority; nor is it surprising that the

as 43.5 per cent, in the case of the constitutional amendment on
small industries. In the three votes in October 1896, 56.3 per cent,
took part.]

1 [The figures of the voting of October 1896, given in the Statis-
tisches Jahrbuch for 1896, still bear this out (p. 295).]